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serve them, it is necessary that some other power should
interpose, and prevent the dangers of a perpetual discord.
Whether this was attempted, my lords, I know not; but
if any such design was in appearance prosecuted, it may
be reasonably imagined from the event, that the negotia-
tors were defective either in skill or in diligence; for how
can it be conceived that any man should act contrary to
his own interest, to whom the state of his affairs is truly
represented ?

But not to suppress what I cannot doubt, I am con-
vinced, my lords, that there is in reality no design of as-
sisting the queen of Hungary; either our ministers have
not yet recovered from their apprehensions of the exorbi-
tant power of the house of Austria, by which they were
frighted some years ago into the bosom of France for shel-
ter, and which left them no expedient but the treaty of
Hanover; or they are now equally afraid of France, and
expect the pretender to be forced upon them by the power
whom they so lately solicited to secure them from him.

Whatever is the motive of their conduct, it is evident,
my lords, that they are at present to the unfortunate queen
of Hungary, either professed enemies, or treacherous allies ;
for they have permitted the invasion of her Italian domi-
nions, when they might have prevented it without a blow,
only by commanding the Spaniards not to transport their
troops.

To argue that our fleet in the Mediterranean was not of
strength sufficient to oppose their passage, is a subterfuge
to which they can only be driven by the necessity of
making some apology, and an absolute inability to pro-
duce any which will not immediately be discovered to be
groundless.

It is known, my lords, to all Europe, that Haddock had
then under his command thirteen ships of the line, and
nine frigates, and that the Spanish convoy consisted only
of three ships ; and yet they sailed before his eyes with a
degree of security which nothing could have produced bat
a passport from the court of Britain, and an assured ex-
emption from the danger of an attack.

It may be urged, that they were protected by the French